
NEWSLETTER
Volume 1, Issue 2 15 January 2020

Website due for update
Following on from the latest Wiltshire LOC Committee 
meeting on 15 January, Martin Bull will be updating the 
LOC Website with the most recent referral pathways 
and contact details for your use. This list will be verified 
with CCG. We always welcome suggestions for 
additional information you would like to see added to 
the site. 

Using Linked Text for Parallel 
Articles
You can use linked text boxes to flow text in parallel  
“columns” from page to page. This method gives 
different results than using the Column command on 
the Format menu, which causes text in column 1 to 
flow or “snake” to column 2 on the same page. By 
using lnked text boxes, you can instead have text from 
column 1 flow to column 1 on the next page. The text 
beside it in column 2 can flow to column 2 on the next 
page, parallel to column 1. This technique is useful if 
you need to group two similar articles, for instance, an 
article translated in English on the left and the same 
article translated in French on the right. 

To flow text in parallel, display paragraph marks in your 
document. Click at the top of the page where you want 
the side-by-side columns to start, and press Enter 
twice. Click in the first paragraph mark on the page. On 
the Insert menu, click Text Box and drag on the page 
where you want the first column. Click Text Box again 
and then click and drag where you want the second 
column. Click in the last paragraph mark on the page, 
and press Ctrl + Enter to create a page break.

Repeat the process for each page that will contain 
side-by-side columns in your document and then return 
to the first text box you created. Click the text box on 
the left once to select it. Click your right mouse button 
and then click Create Text Box Link. The pointer 
becomes a pitcher. Click the text box on the left side of 
the second page to create a link. Create links for all 
text boxes within the same article on the left side of the 
document. Repeat the process for every text box in the 
right chain or article.

Pressing Enter twice at the top of each page will create 
an extra empty paragraph. This blank paragraph is 
useful if you want to insert text or graphics outside of 
the text boxes. You can delete the extra blank 
paragraph if you don't need it.

Copying linked text boxes
You can copy an article or a chain of text boxes that 
are linked together, to another document or to another 
location in the same document. To copy linked text 
boxes and the text they contain, you must copy all the 
linked text boxes in an article. Select the first text box in 
an article. Hold down Shift, and click each additional 
text boxes you want to copy. On the Edit menu, click 
Copy. Click where you want to copy the text boxes and 
then click Paste.

To copy some of the text from  an article, select the text 
you want to copy from the article and then copy it. Do 
not select the text box. You can paste text you’ve 
copied directly into your document, into another 
location within the same article, or into another article.

Instructions for Using This 
Template
Type your sub-heading here

Your By-line
Your Company Name

To keep these instructions, choose Print from the File 
menu. Press Enter to print the template. Replace the 
sample text with your own text to create your 
newsletter.

Using Styles in This Template
To change the Style of any paragraph, select the text 
by psitioning your cursor anywhere in the paragraph. 
Select a Style from the drop-down Style list at the top-
left of your screen. Press Enter to accept your choice.

See Page 4 to learn how to edit or replace this picture.

The styles available in this template allow you to 
change the look of your headlines and other text. The 
following is a list of some common styles and their 
uses.

Body Text - Use this style for the regular text of an 
article.

Byline - Use this style for the name of the author of an 
article.

Byline Company - Use this style to type the author’s 
company.

SIDEBAR HEAD - Use this style to type a second-level 
heading in a sidebar article.

SIDEBAR SUBHEAD - Use this style to type a third-level 
heading in a sidebar article.

Sidebar Text - Use this style to type the text in a 
sidebar article.

SIDEBAR TITLE - Use this style to type first-level 
headings in a sidebar article.

Footer - Use this style to type the repeating text at the 
very bottom of each page.

Heading1 - Use this style to create headlines for each 
article.

Heading2 - Use this style to create section headings in 
an article.

Jump To and Jump From - Use these styles to indicate 
that an article continues on another page.

Mailing Address - Use this style in a mailing label to 
type the destination address.

POSTAGE - Use this style in a mailing label to type 
postage information.

Return Address - Use this style in a mailing label to 
type your address.

Picture Caption - Use this style to type a description of 
a picture or illustration.

Subtitle - Use this style to type sub-headings in an 
article.

Use PullQuote to excerpt text from the main text 
of a story to draw a reader’s attention to the 

page. See page 4 for an example.
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Welcome to our Newsletter, bringing you 
all our latest summarised news and how 

it may affect you!


Evolutio Community 
Opthalmology Scheme
This scheme is developing further to include stable 
glaucoma patient pathways later this year, along with 
this, more ophthalmology providers are using the 
cataract follow up pathways.IT issues are slowing the 
system down and causing frustrations with practitioners 
involved but negotiations are ongoing to resolve this.

**SAVE-THE-DATE**
Wiltshire LOC AGM
The next AGM has been booked for Wednesday 13 
May 2020. The Venue will be The Bear Hotel, Devizes 
and will start with a cold buffet at 1830hrs.There will be 
two CET lectures. One from VR Surgeon who will talk 
on ERM, Macula Holes & Phaco & VR complications. 
The other will be for DO’s on LVA and growing use.

NOC Roundup
Chair, Colin Gault represented the LOC at this event in 
November. The event was well represented with over 
200 delegates and 66 LOCs represented. New and 
existing schemes were debated and discussed. One 
such scheme being developed is to deliver eye tests 
and glasses onsite at Special Schools. This will be 
NHS England led and one clinician will be provided per 
school. This scheme has not yet arrived in our area.



                                                                                                           

Swindon MECs News
Amy Hughes (Primary Eyecare Services, Clinical 
Governance Performance Lead) attended the LOC 
meeting to convey progress in the implementation of a 
MECs scheme in Swindon. Primary Eyecare Services 
(PES) are now the company LOCs bid for services 
through. This is due to the NHS requiring significant 
constraints on contracts which required the pooling of 
resources, money, experience and governance.  The 
PES amalgamation now consists of 90 CCGs, 200 
pathways and 1500 practises. Any monies made as a 
result of the work carried out will be ploughed back 
into the development of further eyecare services. This 
amalgamation provides faith in proper governance 
and stops private companies potentially capitalising 
on community services.

With the help of Paul Shimell and Neelam Patel (LOC 
CET organisers) and Amar Shah (LOCSU Lead), Amy 
confirmed 11 out of 15 practises in Swindon are 
prepared to implement a new MECs service. Initially, 
a go-live date was given as 01-04-20 but this has 
been extended slightly. Amy gave reassurance that 
the service is tied up as tight as possible without 
having actually signed on the dotted line and asked 
for help in reiterating that message to practitioners 
requiring reassurance that it will take place. The 
service will be only available to patients with GPs that 
have Swindon postcodes but there is faith that once 
this service is in place it would be easily rolled out to 
the rest of Wiltshire. Practitioners would be paid £50 
per patient. The LOC are to deliberating on who will 
pay any training fees. 

LOCSU Needs Analysis
Amar Shah (LOCSU Lead) also attended the LOC 
meeting to help complete a ‘Needs Analysis’ matrix. 
This process is a way of benchmarking the 
effectiveness of the LOC and identifies areas for 
improvement or development. Although there were 
areas of strength, there were several areas we can 
improve upon and of which you will start to see us 
report i.e.

- Making better links with local PCNs to prevent 
private commissioning

- Working with more multi-disciplinary teams to 
increase our network

- Creating better links with local vision groups

- Improving defined roles on the committee

.

Getting Involved with 
Wiltshire LOC
If you would like more information about what we do 
for you please visit our website: 
https://www.wiltshireloc.org.uk 

Here you will find news, contact information, 
practitioner information and any important updates.

If you would like to become more involved please 
contact us. We always welcome our members to 
attend any LOC meeting as observers and look 
forward to hearing from more of you in the future.

Ways to keep in touch
If you would like to keep in touch with us please 
request to be added as a member at 
contact@wiltshireloc.org.uk

 You can also find us on Twitter: @WiltshireLOC

If you would like to see our presence on other social 
media platforms, please do let us know! Snapchat, 
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn or more.

https://www.wiltshireloc.org.uk/
mailto:contact@wiltshireloc.org.uk

